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    Here's a picture that doesn't happen often: 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

It is exciting to see that nearly all the states in the country are recognizing equality and allowing same sex 
couples to marry. I laugh at all the news when a state simply doesn't want to comply. 
 
This year we visited the Hollywood Bowl many times with free passes that Carlos receives from his 
volunteer work. The highlight of the season though, was when our chorus was invited to participate in 
"The Simpsons Take The Hollywood Bowl" in mid September. 115º heat...but it was spectacular. 
 

 

On July 9, I tripped at home and fell flat on my face (luckily there 
was no video to witness the clumsiness) but I was injured very 
badly and fractured my "femur neck" of my right hip. I laid on the 
ground for about an hour before help came, as it took me nearly 
that long to place a telephone call to Carlos. He called 911 for me 
and I was taken to the hospital in probably the worst pain 
imaginable. The surgery that followed as a hip replacement and 
after the hospital it was about 15 days in rehab (call it what you 
want but it was a nursing home...) until I could walk with the 
walker and be sent home. 
 
I understand that hip replacement surgeries can take many months 
to recover and walk without help, and currently I'm still using the 
walker to get around. All in all it could have been worse than it 
was...so I'm lucky in that regard. 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Many of you recall my plans to record again, and I 
mentioned in last year's letter that it was in the works. 
After nearly 18 years of not recording for various reasons, 
I made it happen. A definite bucket list item I could 
scratch off. The album is called "When Sings The Heart" 
and I decided to put a deadline on it to have it ready to go 
by Mom's 93rd birthday June 21...and it was ready to go 3 
days early. You can hear the tracks at 
www.michaeldardenelle.com/music. I hope you get the 
chance to listen and enjoy it. I recorded this for the spirit 
and love I have for my music, and not for an audition. 
  

May the warmth of this holiday season be yours now, and into the New Year. I think back through all the 
years...the many many years... and am so humbly grateful for all I have…for all I am…and I wish the same 
for each and every one of you. 
 
Love from Mike and Carlos 
 


